my first asylum seeker at her home in 1971, a Sri Lankan Tamil. With the birth of her children, Svea and Brit, she helped establish and taught Indonesian at the Brisbane Independent Primary School in Saint Lucia. She was active in conservation efforts in Queenslandas one example, campaigning for the rehabilitation of Stradbroke Island following sandmining. She lit in me the fuse of curiosity and inquiry, the courage to persist and the love and belief in people coming together to make vital changes happen.
From Dr Iraphne Childs, former colleague
After completing my PhD at the University of Hawaii, I first met Elise in 1984 on returning to Brisbane when I applied for a lectureship in human geography at the University of Queensland. The interview panel comprised three male members and Elise, the only female academic geographer at the time. I remember her supportive and encouraging remarks. Over the next decade Elise and I were the only women on the academic staff. We became close friends and taught together in the South-east Asian and the Geography of China courses. I much admired her knowledge about these regions and her field-based experiences of their cultures. She was a champion of improving women's roles and achievements in academia and society at large. She graciously mentored me as a junior colleague, and provided a role model for dealing with students, departmental politics and the sometimes challenging nature of university administration. Elise will be greatly missed.
